Covenant Presbyterian Church

Mission Statement:
Witness to our faith through worship
and compassionate Christian service
Vision Statement:
People’s lives will be transformed by knowing
and experiencing Christ so that God is glorified.

Core Values:
Commitment, Faith, Generosity, Hospitality, Love, Respect

Covenant Presbyterian Church
“Pentecost Sunday”
Ten-thirty am

May 15, 2016

When entering the sanctuary for worship, please silence your cell phones and all
electronic devices. Thank you.
PRAISE AND ADORATION
Centering Songs
“Revive Us Again”
“Every Time I Feel the Spirit”
“Spirit”
Centering Prayer
“Spirit Song”
Centering Prayer for Worship
Come, O Holy Spirit,
Come as Holy Fire and burn in us,
come as Holy Wind, and cleanse us within,
come with Holy Light and lead us in the darkness,
come as Holy Truth and dispel our ignorance,
come as Holy Power and enable our weakness,
come as Holy Life and dwell in us.
Convict us, convert us, consecrate us,
until we set free from the service of ourselves,
to be your servants to the world. Amen.
Welcome and Announcements
Leader: The Lord be with you

-Desiderius Erasmus (1466-1536)

People: And also with you.

Call to Worship
Leader: The time has come to worship our God. The time has come to know the
rejuvenating power of God’s Spirit.
People: This is a place to open our hearts to God’s glory. This is a place to receive
God's abundant and amazing grace.
Leader: God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has
been given to us. (Romans 5:5).
All:
Holy Spirit, help us to encounter God and experience Christ's love and
power as we worship.

*Opening Hymn “Let Every Christian Pray”
*Prayer of Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Affirmation of Faith
We trust in God the Holy Spirit,
everywhere the giver and renewer of life.
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith,
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,
and binds us together with all believers
in the one body of Christ, the Church….
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Sprit,
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives,
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”
With believers in every time and place,
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus Our Lord.
-from A Brief Statement of Faith, Presbyterian Church (U. S.A)

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

CONFESSION
Prayer of Confession
Creator God, you have sent your Spirit to bring boldness to our lives, but our
response has been lukewarm. You have called us to be a new community, but we
continue to criticize and gossip and hold grudges, habits that fray the bonds of
community here and in the world. You have given us God-stories to speak and gifts
to share, but we have not been devoted to sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ
beyond these walls. Forgive us. Ignite the incredible fire of your love within our
hearts. Help us to live as people made one in Christ for the sake of our Savior.
Amen.
Assurance of God's Love
Leader: Hear the Good News! The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.
All:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
Leader: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People: And also with you.

*Greeting Time
Song of Praise “In the Bulb There Is a Flower”
The Gospel in Story

Chancel Choir
Dave Buck

+All children and youth go to WOW and WEWOW (Worship Outside of Worship)

*Hymn of Meditation #279 “Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove”

“Cares Chorus” (All Sing) and Morning Prayer
I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all of my burdens, down at your feet; And anytime I don’t
know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon you. I will cast all my cares upon you.

We Offer Our Gifts and Selves to God
*Offertory
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

Old Testament Reading: Joel 2: 28-32
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God
New Testament Reading: Acts 2: 1-11
Leader: The withers, the flower fades.
People: But the word of the Lord endures forever.
Sermon

“Fire Kindles Fire”

Candy Taylor
Page 848

Page 119

Dr. Sarah Nave

CARRYING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD
*Hymn of Dedication #80 “You Shall Go Out With Joy”
*Benediction
*Sung Response “Now unto Him” (find song on next page)

All Sing

†Postlude
Butterflies Released

†We invite you to remain seated during the Postlude if you like, in order to reflect
on what we have heard and on our experience of God together. Likewise, please
feel free to leave immediately if you would rather do so. Blessings to all!
*Congregation invited to stand if able

WELCOME!
We’re glad you are here! We invite you to fill out a visitor’s card, located in the rack
in front of you, and place it in the offering plate. Looking for a faith community?
We would love you to consider Covenant as your church family. Contact Pastor
Sarah Nave (732-8240–w, 894-0386–c) for more information.

PRAYER CONCERNS Dr. Ben Rice, Kathy Rice, Dorothy Ketcham,
Nancy Porterfield, Shernette Reid, Joe Hackley, Billy Benson, (Bill Benson
cousin) and Rebecca Wilson (Bill Benson’s friend).

CHURCH CALENDAR
Sunday, May 15, 2016
Birthdays this week:
10:00 am Choir Warm-up
May 18 Rosa Smith
10:30 am Morning Worship
May 19 Elyjah Gibbons
11:30 am Fellowship hosted Candy Taylor
Monday, May 16, 2016
7:00 pm Session Meeting
Tuesday, May 17, 2016
10:00 am IADC Board Meeting
Wednesday, May 18, 2016
6:30 pm YA’LL Youth Group
Thursday, May 19, 2016
7:00 pm Choir Practice
Sunday, May 22, 2016
10:00 am Choir Warm-up
10:30 am Morning Worship
11:30 am Fellowship hosted by Mr. & Mrs. Rob Gregory
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PENTECOST SUNDAY Today we celebrate God’s gift of the Holy Spirit to Jesus’
followers on the Day of Pentecost. God’s spirit fills us as it did those early followers,
empowering us to proclaim God’s glorious grace.
BUTTERFLIES WILL SOAR Enjoy the butterfly launch today after wor ship
outside our sanctuary doors. Thanks to Betty Wade Jones for providing the butterflies to
celebrate the magic of God’s creation and the birthday of the worldwide Church.
SESSION MEETING is on Monday, May 16 at 7 pm. Elder s, please meet in the
sanctuary for worship at 7 pm.
THE CHOIR of Covenant Presbyterian Chur ch welcomes new singers! It’s true
the choir is the most fun, most spiritual, best- looking group in the church, and its all
because we make music together! But seriously, the choir welcomes new members, and
we invite everyone who enjoys singing. We practice from 7-8:30 Thursday evenings and
sing in worship from September-June. Curious? Talk to David Starzer, our music
minister after worship.

THE CHURCH STAFF
Dr. Sarah Nave ………………………………………………………………………….Pastor
Rev. Dwight Nave………………………………………….……………....…Parish Associate
Joyce M. Collier…...…………………………………………………………….…...Secretary
David Starzer…………………………………………….……… Organist/Director of Music
Peggy Preston……………….……………..………………..………... .……………….Sexton
Ann Walthall ……………………………………………………………….………. Nursery
CONTACT US
Covenant Presbyterian Church
201 Walnut Boulevard, P. O. Box 1566 Petersburg, VA 23805
Phone: 804-732-8240
Fax: 804-732-8249
Website: covenantpetersburg.org
Facebook.com/CovenantPresbyterianPetersburg
E-mail: Secretary: covpc1@gmail.com Minister: Revdrnave@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9 am - 2 pm

